CRITICISM   IN   A   MASS   SOCIETY

moral, artistic, and political chaos that has resulted
from an over-development of protestant diversity (us-
ing these terms in their widest sense). Our differences,
and they are vital, are as to the essential nature of that
unity and the form which it should take. The cohesion
of a society is secured by a mixture of three factors,
community of actions, community of faith and be-
liefs, and coercion by those who possess the means of
exercising it. In a differentiated society like our own, the
first factor has in large measure disappeared. If we are
agreed that the third should be as small an influence
as possible, we must examine the second very carefully.
I have used two words, faith and belief, to describe
two different forms of assent: assent to presuppositions
which cannot be immediately proved true or false, as,
for example, science presupposes that the world of
nature exists; and assent to propositions that can be
experimentally tested, e.g., the proposition that water
boils at one hundred degrees centigrade. In proportion
as a society is closed and traditional it tends to regard
all propositions as presuppositions and so to discourage
initiative and research because it fears the destruction
of its fundamental assumptions. Conversely, in propor-
tion as a society becomes open and experimental it is
in danger of denying the necessity of making any pre-
suppositions at all. Further, in any society where there
is a struggle for the power of control, the Ins will tend
to preach a static monism which identifies the abso-
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